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"Was there, apart from the justices altogether, within the city
of Liverpool during the few years preceding the new Act of 1904
a powerful movement in favour of the reduction of licences
within the city of Liverpool ?"

Witness : "I have heard of such a movement, but the action
was actually done by the Bench."

R.I. : "You mean that whatever the movement was, it could
only become effective by the result upon the Bench ?"

Witness :   "This is not quite the position.   It is this------"

The Judge : "You must answer Mr. Isaacs' question, you
know."

Witness : Mr. Isaacs' question assumes that some persons
caused the justices to take a certain course. That is not so ; the
justices took it themselves."

R.I. :   "To make it plain------"

And then came a surprising and quite unjustified interposition
from the Bench :

"You are suggesting that the witness is not making it plain.
You must be fair."

RX:   "I strongly protest against your Lordship saying that/'

The Judge :   "I have said it."

R.I. :   "It is in the power of the witness to make it plain."

The Judge : "He tells us he is anxious to answer, to put it in
another way."

R.I. : "If your Lordship had waited a moment you would
have seen what I was asking. You cannot judge of a question
until you have heard the whole."

This passage set the key for much that followed.

After Mr. Sanders came Mr. Isaac Morris, leader of the
Conservative element on the Licensing Committee, who had been
responsible for the invitations to the other members of the party
to serve. Rufus Isaacs relied upon two defences, that the article
had not passed the bounds of fair comment upon a matter of
public interest and that the criticisms which it contained were
justified by the facts $ and he was therefore intent upon establish-
ing that the wrhole matter was dominated by political considera-
tions. He was greatly, though reluctantly, helped toward this
end by Mr. Morris, who, in answer to a question in cross-examina-
tion as to the advantage to the Conservative Party of having
effective control of the Licensing Committee, replied : "I can
assure you that politics were not introduced into the matter except
in so far as forming the two parties or two sets of men."

R.I. :   "Did not that give you a political advantage ?"

Mr. Morris:   "No."